
Mechanism(s) for Resolution of Personal Conflicts of Interest 
For ACHA Directly-Provided Educational Activities 

 
You must identify individuals in a position to control content. 
Three categories of individuals are in a position to control the content of the educational activity: members of the 
Program Planning Committee, presenters at an educational activity, and authors of written materials offering credit.  
 
You must verify that all individuals in a position to control content have disclosed relevant financial 
relationships to the provider. 
All members of Program Planning Committees for ACHA educational activities are required to complete a Program 
Planner/Reviewer Disclosure Form. You must use the forms provided to you by the ACHA staff for this purpose. All 
forms will be kept on file at the ACHA national office. 
 
All individuals submitting programs for consideration at an ACHA educational activity or authoring written materials 
offering credit are required to complete a Faculty Disclosure Form. You must use the forms provided to you by the 
ACHA staff for this purpose. 
 
You must verify that individuals who refuse to disclose are disqualified from any role involved in planning 
and implementation. 
If a member of a Program Planning Committee refuses to complete the disclosure form, they will be removed 
immediately from the committee. If a speaker or an author refuses to complete the disclosure form, they will not be 
allowed to participate in the educational activity. 
 
You must verify the implementation of a mechanism to identify and resolve conflicts of interest in all 
individuals in a position to control content prior to the start of an activity. 
ACHA staff will identify conflicts of interest through a review of the submission forms mentioned above. They will be 
resolved in the following manner: 
 
Program Planner 
 If a program planner discloses a potential conflict of interest, ACHA staff will work in conjunction with the chair of 

the ACHA Continuing Education Committee to determine whether the individual needs to be removed from the 
Program Planning Committee or whether proper disclosure is sufficient. 

 
Speaker 
Note that ACHA does not permit for-profit organizations to provide funding to support specific sessions or speakers. 
And under no circumstances may an ACCME-defined commercial interest* provide funding either directly to the 
speaker or to ACHA in support of a speaker. 
 
 If a speaker discloses a potential conflict of interest, or if one is identified through the review of the speaker’s 

background, employment, or other means, ACHA staff and the chair of the ACHA Continuing Education 
Committee will follow the steps listed in the ACHA Board of Directors policy 2011-3, Preventing Commercial 
Bias/Influence in ACHA Annual Meeting Program Content.  
 

 If the decision is made to allow the presentation, the program planner must agree to the following measures to 
resolve the conflict of interest. The planner must: 
 Determine and write the presentation objectives 
 Communicate the “limits” and expectations for the presentation to the speaker 
 Actively participate in content development 
 Review all presentation materials (print and/or electronic) 
 Serve as the moderator for the presentation 
 Disclose the conflict of interest to learners in their print materials. The disclosure must specify the nature of 

the conflict of interest, but may not include a corporate logo, slogan, or product name. ACHA staff must 
approve the wording of all disclosures. 
 

* As defined by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education: A commercial interest is any entity 
producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing health care goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients. 

 
 
 
 


